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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE VISITING NURSE IN THE HUDSON DISTRICT 

For several years a trained nurse has been stationed in the branch office of the 
Charity Organization Society, at 1947 Broadway (Sixty-fifth Street), in the Hudson 
District, which extends from Forty-sixth Street to Seventy-second Street, and 
from Fifth Avenue to the river. The cost has been met by members of the district 
committee and other persons interested in the work. 

There is great need in this territory for the services of a nurse. Sickness often 
occurs in families unable to pay a physician. Sometimes it is of importance to send 
a patient to a hospital or clinic, especially if it be the man of the family—the bread¬ 
winner. More often, if the mother is ill, it is highly desirable to give her the required 
care at home, particularly in the case of a widow with small children. The children 
and infants not only demand nursing and care in periods of acute sickness, but 
oversight at all times in matters of feeding and hygiene. It is pleasant to record 
that of all the infants under care during the past year every one has thriven. 

The majority of cases come to the nurse through the Charity Organization 
Society, but many are referred to her by individuals and churches in the neighbor¬ 
hood. In her work the nurse cooperates with the Department of Health in checking 
the spread of contagious and communicable diseases; aids the Board of Education 
in looking after children reported by school inspectors as diseased or physically 
defective; and carries out the wishes of the Committee on Tuberculosis in the care 
of those who have consumption, by instruction in diet and mode of life, and par¬ 
ticularly in measures designed to prevent spread of the disease. 

Following is a schedule of patients under care from month to month and visits 
made: 

PATIENTS 


Under active care: Under observation: 


Men . 

. 14 

Men . 

. . . . 4 


51 

Women . . . . 

. 42 


. 66 

Children ... 

.51 

Infants. 

20 

Infants . 

14 


VISITS 


Families under care: Visits made: 


January 41 

February . 43 

March. 49 

April. 47 

May .. 47 

June . 38 

July 33 

August. 31 

September. 41 

October. 44 

November . 52 

December . 49 


173 

192 

256 

186 

173 
198 

174 
69 

145 

192 

215 

209 


In certain instances the patients are ill of acute disease, and then repeated 
visits^are necessary, their frequency depending, however, on the sort of home as- 
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eistance that can be given. On the other hand, chronic conditions may require 
either constant oversight and treatment, or simply advice and general supervision 
An abstract from the nurse’s record will indicate how varied are these conditions: 


Abrasion. 

1 

Infected ami. 

1 

Adenoids ... 

4 

Infected hand . 

1 

Anaemia . 

9 

Influenza ..... .. 

14 

Appendicitis. 

1 

Injuries (accidents). 

13 

Arthritis deformans 

1 

Insanity. 

4 

Asthma. 

2 

Jaundice . 

1 

Bronchitis 

.... 16 

Lead poisoning 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

.... 5 

Lobar-pneumonia 

8 

Bums . 

2 

Malnutrition. 

19 

Cancer of breast 

2 

Marasmus. 

2 

“ “ face 

i 

Mastitis . 

1 

“ “ liver. 

.. i 

Measles 

9 

“ “ rectum 

. i 

Nephritis . 

2 

Chicken-pox. 

. i 

Neurasthenia .... 

1 

Confinements 

. 8 

Neuritis. 

2 

Conjunctivitis . 

9 

Pleurisy . 

1 

Dental cases. 

11 

Pott’s disease 


Diphtheria. 

. 2 

Pulmonary tuberculosis 

. 31 

Dislocations 

. . . 1 

Rheumatism . 

6 

Eczema 

. . . 4 

Ringworm .. 

3 

EoileDSV 

. . 3 

Scarlet fever. 

1 

Flat-foot. 

. . 1 

Senility . 

3 

Fractures. 

... 3 

Sprains . . 

. 1 

Gastritis 

1 

Stomatitis . 

1 

Gynaecological. 

11 

Syphilis .... 

1 

Heart disease. 

. . 3 

Tonsillitis . 

. 14 

Hernia . 

1 

Typhoid fever . 

3 

Hip-joint disease . .. 

. 4 

Varicose veins . 

. 2 

Idiocy . 

. 1 

Whooping-cough ... 

. 1 

Impetigo .. . 

5 

W ounds . 

. 3 


All medical and surgical care is given with the knowledge and under direction 
of physicians many of whom render their services gratuitously. Among those con¬ 
sulted were Doctors Baird, Baner, Billings, Bruen, Buchanan, Carr, Chapman, Clock, 
Conlan, Cooper, Cremin, Dounce, Fennell, Hamlin, Hann, Henry, Kennedy, Kilmer 
Jacobson, Lapowski, Lyon, McKensie, Miller, O’Donohue, Spicer, Swift, Taylor, 
Terrell, Tracy, Waters, West, Williams. 

Ofttimes patients stand in need of hospital treatment or they can be treated 
in clinics as ambulant cases. Those entered at hospitals are visited from time to 
time, and afterwards are watched over at home during convalescence. One or 
more patients have been placed at the following institutions: 

HOSPITALS 

Babies New York Lying-in 

Bellevue Randall’s Island 

City Roosevelt 
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Columbus 
General Memorial 
House of Rest 
Laura Franklin 
Metropolitan 
New York Foundling 

Bellevue 
Board of Health 
Manhattan 
New York Dental 
Private Clinics (3) 


HOSPITALS 

Ruptured and Crippled 
Seton 

Sloane Maternity 

St. Joseph’s 

St. Mary’s (Children) 

St. Vincent’s 

CLINICS 

Roosevelt 

Ruptured and Crippled 

Vanderbilt 

Wilkes 


Either following sickness, or as a result of life in unhealthy surroundings and 
on bad food, it has been found necessary to send some people away for rest and up¬ 
building to the following Homes or places: 


All Angels’ Farm (on the Hudson). 
Egerton Nursery. 

Freehold, N. J. 

Homer, N. Y. 

Home for Convalescents. 

“ “ the Friendless. 

Isabella Haimath Home. 

Pelham Manor, N. Y. 


Ray Brook (Adirondacks). 

St. Agnes’s Home, Sparkhill, N. Y. 

St. Eleanora’s Home, Tuckahoe, N. Y. 
St. John’s Home, Haverstraw, N. Y. 
Sea Breeze, Coney Island, N. Y. 

Spring Valley, N. Y. 

The Lodge, Farmington, Conn. 

Watts de Peyster Home, Tivoli, N. Y. 


By virtue of her intimate knowledge and frequent visitation to the families 
under her charge, the nurse becomes almoner of funds contributed from various 
sources. During the past year she has disbursed: 


Rent. SI,127.00 

Allowances . 641.00 

Food and clothing (value). 268.00 

Milk and eggs (consumptives and infants) 392.00 

Medicines. 90.00 

Coal . 26.50 

Carfare (for in ligent persons) . 7.25 


The sum of $1,000 is annually needed to pay the salary of the nurse and her 
incidental expenses; and her services are well-nigh indispensable, for the work 
can be accomplished in no other way. 

The committee earnestly appeals for contributions to the fund for the visit¬ 
ing nurse, and remittances will be most gratefully received and promptly 
acknowledged. 

1947 Broadway, New York. 

February, 1906. 

Checks may be drawn to Frederick Nathan, Secretary, or Addison W. Baird 
M. D., Treasurer. 

(The nurse who makes this report is Miss Anne Stewart Bussell. —Ed.] 

















